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Cleveland Museum of Art Awarded $500,000 
Grant by the Institute of Museum and Library Services 


CLEVELAND (Oct. 1, 2004) — Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) Director, Katharine Lee Reid announced 
today the receipt of a $500,000 grant from the federal Institute of Museum and Library Services IMLS) in 
support of a collaborative initiative with Cuyahoga County Public Library (CCPL). The new initiative entitled 
“Knowledge Building and the 21° Century Learning Community” represents a unique partnership, joining the 
powerful resources of the CMA and CCPL, leveraged to new levels of accessibility and impact, through 
innovative technologies and programming. 

Museum Director Katharine Lee Reid thanked the IMLS, stressing the value of the gift to the 
institution. ““Thanks to the expertise and certainly the vision of our education staff and Information Technology 
department, we will now have the capacity to foster connections and share Museum resources with a broader 
community,” said Reid. “This is possible because of the vital grant opportunities provided through the IMLS 
and the ongoing support for such opportunities provided by Congress. As such, we are certainly deeply 
grateful to the IMLS—and to the members of the Northeast Ohio delegation for their commitment to the 
exceptional opportunities made possible through IMLS funding.” 

The two year initiative will engage two of CCPL’s regional branches—the Mayfield Regional Branch 
and the Maple Heights Regional Branch—and the CMA to demonstrate the value of technology as a tool to 
bridge the services and mission of these institutions. Utilizing high-speed, broadband connectivity and 
advanced multi-point video conferencing equipment, the initiative seeks to transform the learning process 
throughout museum and library communities, while expanding the accessibility and the capacity of both 
institutions’ outreach efforts. This project will be among the first in the region to benefit from membership in 
the nonprofit OneCleveland network. OneCleveland, which operates an ultra broadband data network in 
Cuyahoga County, has established the technological infrastructure that will facilitate and sustain this 
connectivity. Both the CMA and CCPL will be members of the OneCleveland Network. 

“Through the use of technology, this project will create dynamic learning communities, serving 
as a bridge that connects one of the great cultural institutions in the region with our suburban 
communities,” says Sari Feldman, executive director of Cuyahoga County Public Library. 

Grant funds will thus support public programs and capacity-building initiatives designed to inspire 


creativity in learners of diverse ages and interests. In addition, it will help establish “electronic communitites” 
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of learners who will continue to be involved in these programs and with each other, long after they have left 
the Museum or library premises. Planned programs are set to include 
e professional development sessions for teachers, focused on the use of technology in incorporating 
the vibrant resources of the CMA and CCPL into the classroom; 
e interactive, arts-rich travelogue sessions, delivered via videoconference, for senior citizens; and 
e Poetry “Slamming Clubs” for middle and high school aged students, which will join participants 
with established mentors (persons with expertise in the visual arts, poetry, the spoken word, and 


jazz music) for workshops, performances, and group critiques. 


Cuyahoga County Public Library ranks as one of the nation's ten busiest and best library systems. It 
has 28 branches that serve 47 communities. Its mission of service is to provide our community open access to 
resources that inform, entertain, and enrich. For more information, visit www.cuyahogalibrary.org. 

The Institute of Museum and Library Services is an independent federal grant-making agency 
dedicated to creating and sustaining a nation of learners by helping libraries and museums serve their 
communities. For more information, visit the IMLS online at www.imls.gov. 

OneCleveland is a nonprofit provider of community-based ultra broadband networking services to 
educational governmental, research, arts and cultural, nonprofit, and healthcare organizations in Greater 
Cleveland. For more information, visit OneCleveland online at www.onecleveland.org. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive art museums. Its 
permanent collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a key 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship, and art acquisitions. For more information on the CMA and its 


events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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